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introduction

Three times a battlefield in the past 90 years,
France has emerged from World War II weary
and scarred but ready to resume her place among
the free nations of the world. For the past 900
years French civilization has been one of the world’s
greatest.

GovernmenT. Today France is a republic with
a national assembly selected by all voting citizens
of France. A representative form of government
exists within the Fifth Republic, operating in much
the same way as our own; however, France has
many more political parties and twice as many
political subdivisions. It has 90 Departments as
compared with our 50 States. Each Department is
administered by a Prefect and each town by a
Mayor. A very stable body of civil servants and
local officials provide French society with a solid
foundation seldom shaken by the shifting fortunes
of national politics.

France is about four-fifths the
size of Texas. Its population can be compared to
that of our New England States plus that of New
Jersey and Pennsylvania. The French terrain pre-
sents the same contrast as does ours—mountains,
plains, rivers, seacoasts with busy metropolitan
areas, and open farmlands. Mountains almost en-
circle the southern and eastern borders. The Pyre-
nees on the Spanish border stretch toward the
Mediterranean Sea. The Alps, bordering Italy,
extend northward into the Jura Mountains on the
Swiss border. The Vosges are located 100 miles
directly east of Paris. Within the encircling moun-
tains in the south lies the Central Plateau. North
from the plateau the country slopes off in roiling
hills and plains which reach to the Atlantic Ocean
and the English Channel.

Brittany is that finger of France that points out
into the Atlantic across from the south of England.
Its people, called Bretons, are a fishing folk. Their
sons make up 2 large portion of the personnel of
the French Navy. Schooners from Brittany sail to
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Newfoundland Banks each year to fish for cod.
Sardines are caught in the waters off the Brittany
coast. Large crops of potatoes, 2 basic food in the
French diet, are raised by the Bretons.

Normandy lies farther north on the English
Channel. Here some of France’s richest farms are
found. Normandy will remind you of Ohio, and
is famed for its apple blossom time. Lush pastures
are used for grazing cattle. Dairy products include
butter, eggs, and cheese. Here also is found the
wheat district serving as the bread basket of France.

The most important industrial regions of France
are in the north along the English Channel and in
the northeast adjacent to Germany. The shipping
ports of Calais, Dunkirk and Dieppe are used by
steamers traveling between England and France.
Le Havre, at the mouth of the Seine above Paris,
and Cherbourg, further west, are the principal
transatlantic ports. _

Bourbonnais, the site of many health centers, is

" porth of the Central Plateau and is almost in the

center of France. The town of Vichy (seat of
the French Government during the Nazi occupa-
tion) is the most famous health resort.

The French Riviera, the vacation resort for all
of Europe, extends along the southern coastal area
from the Italian border westward toward Mar-
seilles. The landscape and climate can be com-
pared to that of southern California. Jasmine
flowers and roses are grown for perfumes in the

hill town of Grasse. Farmers grow olive trees and

some vegetables; however, the soil and terrain con-
spire against basic food items. There are no po-
tatoes or grain crops, nor are cattle raised. The
principal cities are ancient Nice and modern
Cannes; both have large hotels, casinos and beauti-
ful beaches.

Marseilles, the largest seaport in France, lies
west of the Riviera. The people of Marseilles
have always been moved by a strong spirit of free-
dom and the French National Anthem, “The Mar-
seillaise,” was once a revolutionary hymn honoring
their violent love of liberty.

Paris, the capital of France, is midway between
Germany on the east and the Atlantic on the west.
Here you find the core of French life, culturally,
politically, and industrially. Paris is one of the most

beautiful and interesting cities in the world and is
loved by every Frenchman.

CriMaTE. Situated within the same latitude as
Newfoundland and the snow-laden forests of Labra-
dor, the climate of France is influenced by the
warm waters of the Gulf Stream and the Mediter-
ranean. During the long spring and fall seasons
the weather is moderate and usually pleasant. In
winter the temperature drops as low as freezing,
but the weather is not severe. Snowfall is light;
winter sunshine is rare; and raw, foggy days are
frequent. Summers can be quite pleasant, par-
ticularly when the season is dry. Real summer
weather begins the latter part of June and lasts
through mid-September. Rains are never torren-
tial; the annual rainfall averages 25 inches and is
divided evenly among the seasons.

InpusTrRIES AND Economics. Agriculture, the
basis of French economy, makes the country nor-
mally self-sufficient in basic foodstuffs. Principal
crops are wheat, rye, oats, barley, potatoes and
sugar beets. Dairy products are important export
items. Other exports include chemical products,
iron, steel, and wines. France is the world’s fore-
most wine producer. Fisheries and oyster culture
produce a large part of the income of the coastal
population. The State maintains manufacturing
monopolies on tobacco and matches. First among
her industries is textile manufacture. The automo-
bile manufacturing industry is gaining prominence.
Thousands of French-made small cars are exported
each year to the United States.

Tur PeopLe—THER CusToMs AND TraDI-
rioNs. Due to its geographic location, France has
always been the stopping-point for migratory
groups of people. These diverse groups have
welded into a French people who are closely united
by one language, one culture and a common alle-
giance to their country. The ethnic groups—the
Bretons, Normans, and Alsations—differ from each -
other somewhat in their ways of acting and think-

ing, but they share the common pride of being
Frenchmen.

While the people are predominantly Roman
Catholic, there are a million Protestants in France.




Complete religious freedom is maintained. What-
ever his religion, the average Frenchman is seriously
devout.

The French people are almost unequaled in
“rugged individualism.” The average Frenchman
is unusually tenacious, holding to his independent
ideas rather than conforming to those of others.
This national characteristic is extremely obvious in
French politics and is evidenced in every phase of
French life. Some have rebelled against mass pro-
duction in the belief it destroys independent habits
and lowers the quality of the finished product.
France is a great industrial nation, yet its industry
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is composed of many small shops, small factories
and small farms. Whether they are rich or poor,
the people are thrifty in their habits. They are
practical thinkers. They place much value on the
details involved in social customs. The social
structure is formed around a close-knit family re-
lationship which is the core of their social life and
the center of their economic planning. French
parents are dedicated to working and saving for
their children’s future. There are few divorces.
They pay great respect to the aged and to women.
With the growth of the French legislative system
there has been an increasing recognition of women.




More and more French women are assuming im-

portant roles in public life and almost every pro-

fession is open to them. The French have had an
uphill fight to regain a national economy since
World War IL

LanGuUaGE. French is spoken in each province,
but with a slightly different dialect. You will find
that many shopkeepers and most hotel, night club
and restaurant employees speak English. Most
Frenchmen in the villages speak only French.

you are an unofficial ambassador

Your .presence in France automatically places
you in a role of unofficial ambassador of our
country. You will thus have the opportunity to
strengthen the bond of human understanding in
accordance with the “People to People Program”
initiated by the President of the United States.
You are encouraged to learn about this program
through Personnel Services or Information Serv-
ices and to participate.

The French have seen a great many Americans,
not only military personnel and their families but
tourists as well. They have already formed many
different impressions of us and of our way of life.
Those of us who were good ambassadors of the
United States in the past helped to build a bond of
common understanding and respect with the French
people; those who were not, served to break down
the elements of friendly approach.

During your stay in France, consider your posi-
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tion to be that of guest of the host Government.
One of the many obligations of a guest is to be
agreeable to your hosts by showing courtesy, kind-
ness, and consideration at all times. The majority
of you will be living in a French community and not
in U.S. Government housing on base. Every ges-
ture you make, every statement spoken, even your
manner of dress will be of local interest. Your

. attitude, which 1s reflected in your conduct and

appearance; will play an important part in the
development of opinion and attitude toward the
Air Force and the United States.

You Are SUBJECT TO FRENCH Courts. The
terms of the NATO Agreement provide that mili-
tary personnel of the United States assigned In—
and their dependents residing in—TFrance are sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of the civil and criminal
courts of that country. You are advised that it is
your duty to respect the laws of France and to ab-
stain from any activity inconsistent with French
laws. It is recommended that you obtain detailed
information in this regard from the Legal Officer
at the base of permanent assignment in France.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF AN UNOFFICIAL AMBASSA-
por. You may not always understand French cus-
toms and methods; but remember—your habits and
customs may be just as hard for the average French-
man to understand. To insure that your presence
brings only credit to yourself and the United States,
here are some of the responsibilities of the unofficial
ambassador in France.




1. Respect French Rules of Conduct. Youwould
expect French Nationals, living in the United
States, to conduct themselves in general as we do,
and to respect the things we respect. Do the same
for the French. It is customary for the French
people to make the first overture of hospitality to
foreign national guests. Such invitations are given
in a spirit of warmth and friendliness. Invitations
extended to you should be readily acknowledged
and social obligations should be repaid in every
instance.

2. Show Sincere Interest. Show sincere interest
in the people among whom you will be living.
Never be patronizing or condescending in your deal-
ings with shopkeepers or in your association with
your French neighbors.. Make the effort to discover
the aspects of the country and the people that you
can sincerely like and can openly admire.

3. Let Good Taste Guide Your Speech. Always
think of the consequences of what you are about to
say before you say it. Don’t indulge in the Ameri-
can’s “at home” privilege of griping. Don’t join
the chorus of others who, unable to adjust to new
and different modes of living, set off a blast of com-
plaints. Concentrate on the things that are new,
interesting, and thoroughly enjoyable.

4. Good Taste Forbids Gossip. Gossip and loose
talk have a way of boomeranging right at the mo-
ment you think your confidential talk is privileged.
Molehill differences between ‘dependents can, and
do, grow into mountainous feuds involving their
sponsors. Unreliable information, such as gossip
and petty differences, may seem Important to you
but, by the time the details are passed around locally
and eventually reach the outside areas, they serve
only to make you look ridiculous.

5. Don’t Isolate Yourself. Be careful about iso-
lating yourself in a small clique of Air Force friends.
There is a natural tendency for Americans overseas
to associate largely with only one another. Broad-
ening your group of friends to include the French
will result in rewarding experiences.

6. Learn the French Language. Learning the
French language will pay many dividends to you
personally and will further the good relations be-
tween the United States and France. You will be
welcomed into any language classes conducted on

Air Force installations. While many Frenchmen
speak English, they feel complimented by your ef- '
forts to learn their language.

7. Dow’t Brag. 'The American “superiority com-
plex” should be studiously avoided. Your hosts are
apt to think you unbelievably selfish if you find “in-
tolerable” standards of living different from those
you've become accustomed to elsewhere. A brag-
gart’s conversation will be negatively received.

" Complaints or boasting by Americans can do much

harm to our community relations in France.

8. Loud and Boisterous Conduct. Away from
the influence of home and the community of neigh-
bors of long standing, some of us are prone to cast
aside certain refinements in our standard of per-
sonal conduct. When tempted to conduct yourself
in an unbecoming fashion, consider how your
family and your neighbors at home would react.
You can be sure the French will react in the same
manner. Conduct yourself in France just as you
would in your hometown, U.S.A.

9. French Children. Some American children
are given many more liberties than the average
French child. Understanding the French tradition
of close parental control will help you in governing
your children’s association with French boys and
girls.

10. Americans and Their Money. Many foreign
nations believe the United States to be a land of
millionaires. For this misconception we, as Ameri-
cans, have only ourselves to blame. As a rule our
Armed Forces military personnel receive greater
pay and allowances than their foreign-national
counterparts. As a result our spending habits may
appear extravagant. Perhaps you will desire to give
gratuities in the spirit of generosity. Such action
may very well humiliate or embarrass the person
concerned; it could be interpreted as vulgar exhibi-
tion of superior wealth. Follow the guidance given
in this pamphlet on tipping customs. Don’t flash
a roll of francs. If necessary, keep a separate wallet
with a minimum amount of money to be used in
making transactions.

11. Your Manner of Dress Is Importani. The
French love of color and flair for design has made
the country famous as a fashion center. Ladies give
particular care to the appearance they make in
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public. Even the poorest paid woman is ingenious
in creating attractive clothing from ordinary ma-
terials. They look askance at ladies who wear shorts
and slacks on the streets or in public places except
at resorts. Any state of disheveled appearance
(such as hair curlers under a scarf) can discredit
a lady in the minds of the onlookers. Sport clothes
are not usually worn in cities.

12. Mind Your Own Political Affairs. Just asa
good house guest does not become involved with the
host’s business affairs, you will take care that you
are not concerned with the internal and political
affairs of France.

Rental Guaranty Housing, Laon Air Base

government living accommodations

Bacmeror Housing. Bachelor quarters are
available for officers and airmen at all installations.

Famiry Housine. The number of available
United States Government-controlled family hous-
ing units is extremely limited. They are of three
types:

1. Rental Guarantee: These projects, similar to
Wherry Housing Projects in the Zone of Interior,
are controlled by the military under contracts nego-
tiated with the civilian owners, and rents are paid
by tenants to the civilian owners. Rental Guarantee
Projects are located at Brienne, Chalons, Chateau--
roux, Chaumont, Chize, Dreux, Etain, Evreux,
Laon, Paris, Phalsbourg and Toul-Rosiere. Units
are unfurnished except for small electric ranges, an
electric water heater and refrigerator. Buildings
are equipped with an oil burning central heating
unit. Both three-story apartment type and one-
story ranch house styles exist. All have two and
three bedrooms with prices ranging from $100 to
$120 a month, depending on the size and number
of bedrooms. Utilities are extra. Cost of fuel gen-
erally averages $25 a month and electricity about

$20.

2. Family Trailers: These Government-owned
trailer units generally will sleep two adults and as
many as four children, and are furnished with stove,
refrigerator, modern beds, chairs, tables, closet space
and bathroom. They are normally located on
permanent sites in base “trailer farms” and are
supplied with necessary utilities. A limited number
of family trailers are available at Chateauroux,
Chaumont, Dreux, Etain, Evreux, Laon, Phals-
bourg and Toul-Rosiere.

3. Surplus Commodity: Additional family hous-
ing financed through the U.S. Surplus Commodity
Program is being constructed at Chateauroux,
Chaumont, Etain, Evreux and Toul-Rosiere. These
‘units will be one-story, ranch-type dwellings.
When this type housing is occupied, the member’s
quarters allowances are automatically deducted
from his pay.

While the number of available family units exist-
ing or being constructed under current Govern-
ment-sponsored programs continues to grow, there
is still a critical shortage of family housing at most
bases in France. Government temporary family
quarters are practically nonexistent in France.




civilian living accommodations

The availability, cost, standard and distance from
military installation of private housing is dependent
upon the area in which you are to be assigned.
Current and specific information regarding private
rentals in the area in which you are to be located is
contained in AFP 34-9-1, “Forecast on Movement
of Dependents and Housing Report,” and may be
obtained from the Personal Affairs Officer at the
Air Force base nearest your home. As housing is
critically short in some areas, you are advised to
consult your Personal Affairs Officer prior to mak-
ing final plans for your oversea movement.

Private housing in France often will require ex-
tensive repairs and improvements such as installa-
tion of plumbing and heating facilities. Usually the
cost of such repairs and improvements is borne by
the tenant; however, in some cases it may be de-
ducted from the rent. A few units have modern
bath facilitics and/or running hot water, but many
do not. Often it will be necessary to share a facil-
ity with other tenants.

The majority of private rentals in France are
furnished; however, the furnishings are not up to
U.S. standards. In Paris and its suburbs, where
furnishings are considered to be fair and little or no
repair or improvement to housing is required, rents
range from $100 to $250 per month plus utilities.

Trailer Housing, Toul Rosieres Air Base

In other areas, furnished rentals range from $50
to $200 per month plus utilities. Utilities costs are
relatively high.

Unfurnished housing is almost nonexistent in
Bordeaux, Paris, Phalsbourg and Fontainebleau
areas. When obtainable in these or other areas in
France, rents range from $100 to $300 per month
plus utilities.

If private housing is obtained through a rental
agent, it is customary to pay a commission. In the
Paris area, the equivalent of one month’s rent is
considered a fair commission.

In most cases leases are required and are on a
semiannual or annual basis. Leases may have spe-
cial conditions such as proprietor reserving a room
for storage or personal use, sharing of bath facilities,
and tenant’s responsibilities regarding building
maintenance and insurance. Usually, advance rent
of 3 months is required; however, this may vary
from 1 to 6 months. Deposits on damage to house
or furnishings are usually required and are in addi-
tion to advance rent.

Hoter Accommopartions. Adequate hotel ac-
commodations’are available in metropolitan areas.
However, during the tourist season (May through
October) availability becomes critically short and
reservations must be made well in advance and con-
firmed. Rates range upward from $3 a day, single
occupancy, without meals, to $10 to $12 per day.

i
i
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At the more exclusive hotels in Paris, such as the
Ritz, Crillon, George V and Royal Monceau, a
single room may cost $12 or more a day (with
bath, but without meals). Certain luxury hotels of
this type, such as the Prince de Galles, offer military
personnel special reduced rates during off-tourist
seasons.

furniture and furnishings

SarpmeENT OF Housexorp Goops. Authorized
weight allowances of household goods to be shipped
at Government expense may be obtained from the
Transportation or Personal Affairs Officers at the
nearest Air Force base. The type quarters you
will occupy should be explicitly confirmed before
a decision is made as to items of furniture to be
shipped. While furniture and furnishings are avail-
able on the local market, it is recommended that
you ship all houséhold furniture and furnishings
from the United States if you will be occupying
civilian quarters whether they are described as
furnished or unfurnished. Items to be shipped
should include refrigerator, small electrical appli-
ances, nonautomatic or semi-automatic washing ma-
chine, and all equipment for children. Cost of such
iterns on the local market is high. Resale of house-
hold goods prior to departure from France is sub-
ject to the French customs tariff.

If Government family trailers or housing units
constructed under the Surplus Commodity Program
are to be occupied upon arrival, it will be necessary
to ship only such items as silverware, chinaware,
glassware, linens, bedding, wall pictures, draperies,
etc., as basic items of furniture are provided by the
Government. On the other hand, Rental Guaran-
tee type housing will be equipped only with refrig-
erator, water heater and small electric range.

household services

ErectriciTy. Few French dwellings are equip-

ped with current of 220 volts, the voltage required .

to operate American electric stoves and hot water
heaters. Installation cost for a 220 volt system is
approximately $150. Appliances using 110 volts at

5 to 8 amps may be used but those designed for op-
timum efficiency at 60 cycles are usually inefficient
on the erratic 50 cycle French current. Electric
clocks and record players of American manufacture
normally operate at very low speeds and motors will
burn out. The cost of electricity is approximately
three times that charged in the average American
community.

Gas AppLiances. It is impracticable to take
American-type gas appliances to France. Butanc
gas tanks and appliances may be purchased locally.
Available appliances consist of two or three burner
stoves, with or without small ovens, operating from
city and/or butane gas.

DomesTic EMpLOYEES. Servants are available
at reasonable wages but in most instances will re-
quire strict supervision. They are usually hired and
paid on a monthly, live-in-basis, although they can
be obtained by the day. In addition to salaries,
which are paid in francs, they receive meals and
wines. The average monthly wage ranges from $40
to $60. French social security taxes of approxi-
mately $8 a month for each person are paid by the
employer, even though French law requires em-
plovee to pay one-half of the amount. The tax is
based upon the age and sex of the employee, and is
further conditioned by the type of pay period.

transportation

Excellent rail and air travel is scheduled from
Paris to other principal cities of Europe, to the
United States, and to other continents. Also, there
is an extensive rail network between Paris and all
other parts of France. In Paris, the Metro (sub-
way) gives excellent service, but is extremely
crowded during rush hours. Buses give satisfactory
service. There are no street cars in the city. Taxis
are somewhat difficult to obtain during rush hours.
Rates are moderate and increase at night and on
holidays. In other areas of France, public trans-
portation facilities are not as satisfactory. In many
instances, installations located some distance from
cities are not served.

Private AutomoBILES. General information on
shipment of privately owned vehicles is contained




in AFP 75-1-1. It is desirable to have a car in
France. Yellow bulbed headlights are required by
French law; however, sealed beam units with yel-
low filters are permissible. Direction signals are
desirable but not mandatory.

Registration plates are necessary before a car may
be operated in France. Registration fees for license
and plates total approximately $10. Vehicle
owners must also possess a “Carnet de Passage en
Douanes” (Customs Document) which is used for
border crossings.

Repair service and automobile parts for all popu-
lar makes of American cars are available through
the exchange services of both the U.S. Air Force
and Army. It is advisable to be sure that your
vehicle is in excellent condition prior to shipment.

Gasoline (approximately 25 cents a gallon) and
oil are sold through the coupon system at certain
designated French civilian service stations and base

Toul Rosieres Air Base

exchange gas stations located in France. American
automobiles are of sufficient horsepower to be al-
lowed 100 gallons of gasoline each month. The
coupon book will cost approximately $10.80 for 50
gallons. Oil is not rationed and may be purchased
from the exchange service station. Supplemental
issues of gasoline can be obtained for leave, TDY
and other purposes. The price of gasoline on the
French economy is approximately $1 per gallon.
Automobile insurance is compulsory and must be
in effect before a car can be registered. Minimum
coverage required is $10,000 for liability arising be-
cause of bodily injury to or death of one person in
any one accident; $20,000 because of bodily injury
to or death of two or more persons in any one acci-
dent and $5,000 because of damage or destruction
of property of other persons in any one accident.
Insurance can be taken out in the United States
or it can be obtained from reliable local firms
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in Europe or from the American Express Company.
Tt is also advisable to purchase the “Green Card”
for international boundaries which indicates that
.the vehicle is properly insured; thus purchase of a
term policy required for passage through certain
countries will not be necessary.

Resare oF Cars. Privately owned cars, brought
into France via Government carrier, are exempt
from French customs duties. Resale of American
automobiles is subject to the French customs tax
on automobiles. If you plan on selling your car,
additional information should be obtained from
your base Legal Officer in France.

clothing

It is recommended that you take with you a basic
wardrobe which will be adequate during your stay.
Heating facilities are not always adequate in France
and it is advisable to have warm clothing to wear
indoors.

Clothing required by the French climate 1
similar to that required along the northeastern sea-
board of the United States and should be suitable
for short but hot summers. Clothing that is easily
laundered is much preferred over that needing re-
peated dry cleaning. Suits, warm jackets and
sweaters are mandatory for all the family. Warm
skirts, fur coats and wool stoles will be welcome
items in your wardrobe. While nylon clothing is
available for purchase on the local market, you may
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prefer the quality you are used to and desire to take
with you sufficient quantity to care for your needs.
Complete rain apparel for each member of the
family is absolutely necessary; include galoshes,
winter footwear and umbrellas. Warm sleeping
and under garments are necessary for winter use.
Ttems of summer cotton of linen clothing will be
needed for the hot summer months. Your dinner
and formal clothing should be warm; gowns with
sleeves or jackets are particularly useful.

Children’s ready-to-wear clothing is available for
purchase on the local market; however, it can be
more advantageously purchased in the United
States. Women's clothes in the well-known houses
such as Dior, Heim or Schiaparelli are quite expen-
sive, but there are many small houses where excel-
lent clothes can be made for a third to half of the
cost of the more famous houses. Paris is famed for
its ladies hats. Material is plentiful and of very
good quality and variety. Prices for women’s suits,
custom-made, range up to $300 and require about
3 to 6 weeks for delivery. Men’s suits, custom-
made, average $100.

SmoEes. Itis recommended that dependents take
with them a wardrobe of shoes, particularly dress
pumps and candals to last throughout their stay.
American women prefer American shoes for fit and
style. Base exchanges offer shoe repair service.

UntrormMs. Military personnel wear the pre-
scribed uniform at most places of duty during duty
hours. The date for seasonal change-over is de-
termined by the local commander. Uniform sup-




plies are adequate. Military personnel are en-
couraged to wear appropriate civilian clothing
while off duty.

Launpry anp Dry-Creaning Faciiiries.  Gov-
ernment laundry and dry cleaning facilities (AF,
Army or Exchange) are available at all locations.
Services are generally good and prices are slightly
below U.S. levels. These services, including shoe
repairs, are also available from the local economy
at prices slightly higher than in the United States.
Generally, service and quality from commercial
facilities are not up to standards of American
facilities.

Rod and Gun Club, Dreux Air Base

food

Commissary facilities on Air Force installations
are made available to the greatest extent possible
and offer a selection comparable to stateside
facilities. .

CrviLian Sources. The self-service, streamlined
super-markets to which you may be accustomed in
the United States do not exist in France. You go
to the fruiterer, the boucherie, the patisserie, and
the boulanger, in turn. Food purchased on the
local market is at the purchaser’s own risk. Greens
and vegetables are available in season, but are not
considered safe for consumption until treated with
a food disinfectant. The commissary and base ex-
changes will normally provide free packets of disin-
fectant. Meat shops in France are inspected
periodically by French Government inspectors, and
the local veterinarian inspects all meat butchered
locally.

education and library facilities

The Department of Defense provides elementary
and secondary education opportunities to depend-
ent school-age children of military personnel sta-
tioned in France. Air Force dependents, in order
to be eligible for appropriated fund support, must
attend available service-operated schools, including
service-operated boarding schools, whenever undue
hardship is not experienced.

Accredited high schools, with dormitory facilities,
are operated by the U.S. Army at Poitiers, Paris,
and Verdun. Cost of room and board is reasonable.

SERVICE-OPERATED ScHooLs. In areas where
the number of eligible dependent school-age chil-
dren warrants the establishment of service-operated
schools, such schools are established. They are
staffed with American administrators and teachers,
and offer a normal American, public school type of
curriculum. These schools may be under either
Army or Air Force supervision. Because academic
standards in such schools are comparable to public
schools in the United States, transfer of your child
from one school to another will not affect his grade
status.

Service-ConTracT Scmoors. In those areas
where adequate service-operated schools are not
available, contractual agreements may be made be-
tween the U.S. Air Force and local school author-
ities to provide instruction for the education of de-
pendent school-age children. However, should
you enroll your child in a private school prior to

Officers Club, Dreux Air Base
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contract having been made, the cost of such school-
ing will be at your expense. SpONSOrs who choose
to send their dependents to private schools at their
own expense may do so.

In those areas where use of either service-oper-
ated or service-contract schools is impractical, the
services of one of the following approved corre-
spondence schools may be used:

1. The Calvert School, Tuscany Road, Baltimore
10, Md. (1st through 9th grade).

9. The Extension Division, University of Ne-
braska, Lincoln, Nebr. (9th through 12th grade).
3. Other accredited correspondence schools.

Epucartion Costs. Parentsmay be required to
pay 2 portion of the cost of education when the
fund limitations imposed by the Congress would be
exceeded were the Air Force to meet the entire
cost of educating your child. In any eveng
enrollment of your child in any of the types of
schools listed above should be effected only
upon approval of the appropriate Dependents’
Schools Officer. In no instance should your child
be enrolled in 2 nonservice-operated school or cor-
respondence school without the approval of the
Dependents’ Schools Officer, nor should personal
funds be expended to pay the costs of educating
your child. Reimbursement of personal funds ex-
pended for dependents’ education is not permitted,
even though expended inadvertently by the sponsor
or parent of the dependent concerned. Use of Air
Force appropriated funds is not permitted in any
case to defray costs of quarters, subsistence, travel
or clothing for the education of eligible dependents.
All other costs incident to the education of eligible
dependents may be. paid from appropriated funds,
provided congressional limitations are not exceeded.

FRENCH SCHOOLS. Public schools are available
to dependent children at French Government ex-
pense, subject to local charges which are nominal.
English is a required subject in some French
schools.  Schools are coeducational; they begin
with the “Jardin &Enfants” and continue through
the “Lycee” to the University. The school system
may seem austere to foreigners. In Paris the learn-
ing process begins early—age four. Classes are held
5 days a week, with Thursdays and Sundays being
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holidays. Recitation is from 9 a.m. until noon, with
a 10-minute break in mid-morning. The Juncheon
period is rather long. The balance of the afternoon
until five (and for the upper classes, until six), is
for further recitation and study. Characteristic of
the French school system is the “Cahier,” 2 thick
notebook with ruled pages or graph paper for arith-
metic, or plain for drawing. Cahiers must be writ-
ten in ink and no erasures ar¢ permitted. At the
beginning of each class session, the cahiers are
collected and carefully corrected and graded.
These grades are recorded for the “Cahier des
Notes” (report card) which the children bring
home every fortnight.

Teen-Age Club, Dreux Air Base

Apurt EDUCATIONAL Facruiries.  Bducational
opportunities are available for adults through the
Air Force Education Services Program. The
United States Armed Forces Institute (USAFI)
testing service and individual registration in TUSAFI
correspondence courses are provided for military
personnel.
tute (ECI) offers approximately 100 correspond-
ence courses that provide military personnel and
civilian personnel working for the Air Force an op-
portunity to improve their job knowledge and job
proficiency. A wide variety of group study classes
utilizing USAFI and ECI materials are conducted
Most of the subjects
taught are on the high school and technical level.
In addition to the group study classes, there is an
Adult Evening High School Program which is free
of charge. Dependents may take advantage of the
wide variety of off-duty education programs on a
space-available basis.

Air University Extension Course Insti-

by base education centers.
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Classes on the university level are available
through the University of Maryland. . These
courses are regular residence courses and tuition is
charged at the rate of $10 per semester hour;
credits accumulated may be applied toward a de-
gree from the University of Maryland, or trans-
ferred to other stateside universities or colleges. A
part of the tuition cost for courses offered by the
University of Maryland is paid by the Air Force for
military personnel who enroll in these classes.

Respect for the liberty of intellectual life has
made Paris the center of international learning.
There is no place where it is easier to be a student.
Contact one of the following organizations for
further information:

1. Office National Des Universities et Ecoles
Francaises, 96 Boulevard Raspail, metro: Rennes.
(Information on summer courses is available.)

2. Bureau Des Renseignements Universitaires,
47 rue des Eccles, metro: Saint-Michel. (Informa-
tion on year-round courses is available.)

Lisraries. Library facilities are available to all
personnel, with special collections for young people
and children. Field and traveling libraries, includ-
ing reference service, are provided for personnel at
remote and isolated areas.

Monthly cloth and paperbound book kits contain-
ing the latest titles provide current reading mate-
rials. Popular and technical magazines are received
regularly. Up-to-date technical, research and
reference collections are maintained to meet Air
Force mission study and professional development
requirements.

NCO Club, Dreux Air Base

personal facilities

Mepicar. Medical care for dependents is avail-
able at Armed Forces medical facilities. Emer-
gency ambulance and air evacuation- service is
available in all accessible areas. Air Force medical
facilities in France are staffed to provide the com-
monly required medical care and treatment. If
the required care is of a specialized nature and not
available at your local Air Force medical facility,
arrangements will be made to move you by ambu-
lance or air evacuation aircraft to the nearest
hospital capable of providing the required care.
Hospitalization in civilian hospitals with the cost
payable under medicare is somewhat more limited
than in the United States. Individuals should
check with local commanders or medical personnel
before committing themselves to such treatment.
In bona fide emergencies, use of civilian medical
facilities under the same conditions as provided in
the United States is authorized.

Temperature ranges in central and northern
France compare to those found in the northern
United States. During the winter months, there
may be an increase in the number of respiratory
ailments among those unaccustomed to the lower
room temperatures that result from different heat-

‘ing standards. The usual outbreaks of communica-

ble diseases among children compare to those in the
United States with respect to measles, mumps,
whooping cough, scarlet fever, etc. OQutbreaks of
diarrhea, typhoid, and hepatitis may be more fre-
quent in rural areas, requiring more caution in
selection of restaurants while traveling in those
areas. Up-to-date information on outbreaks of
communicable diseases may be obtained from the
base surgeon in any area.

Water supplied from nonmilitary sources should
not be assumed to be safe until tested and deter-
mined as such by military medical authorities.

DentaL. Tt is highly recommended that all
necessary dental work be accomplished prior to de-
parture for overseas since facilities for dependent
dental care are extremely limited.

Prarmacies. Medicines available through
Armed Forces medical facilities are provided free of
charge to the dependent when prescribed in treat-




Municipal Swimming Pool, Evreux, France

ment of a patient. The usual drug store items for
the convenience and comfort of the individual may
be purchased locally; however, if American-made
brands are preferred, it may be advisable to bring
a supply with you.

Rericious AcTIviTIES. A religious program is
provided by Air Force chaplains at each Air Force
installation in France. It includes supplemental as
well as regularly scheduled religious services. Al-
though France is predominantly Catholic, almost
all faiths are represented by civilian churches and
missions.

RECREATIONAL AND ENTERTAINMENT FACILITIES.
The Personnel Services Program affords military
and dependent personnel 2 variety of opportunities
to participate in wholesome recreational activities.

Some of the on-base activities include participant

and spectator sports, entertainment, reading, arts
and crafts. Facilities include gymnasiums, bowling
alleys, golf courses or driving ranges, tennis courts,
youth centers, libraries, theaters and outdoor recre-
ational areas. In addition, all personnel are author-
ized and encouraged to utilize two recreation areas
operated by the United States Armed Forces at
Berchtesgaden and Garmisch, Germany. Depend-
ents should contact the Personnel Services Officer
for further information concerning the Recreation
Program.

The French are greatly interested in sports. The
major summer sports are swimming, sailing, canoe-
ing, hiking, mountain climbing, golf, tennis, bicy-
cling, and hunting. Fishing is very popular near
Biarritz, Cannes, and Corsica. If you are a tuna
fisherman, you might like to try your luck at Tre-
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beurdan. The biggest fish are there in September
and October. Before hunting or fishing, be sure to
check with the Special Services Officer regarding
the areas where such activities are permitted, for
information concerning latest fish and game laws,
and procedure for applying for a license. The big-
gest winter recreation is skiing. Two types of
winter resorts are available—the international
centers, similar to our Sun Valley, and the simple
centers with just inns and snowfields. Horse racing
takes place the year round. Bull fights may be seen
at Arles, Montpelier, and Bayonne.

Innumerable cinema houses are available, show-
ing American as well as European films. The
Comedie Francaise, one of the most famous theaters
in the world, is open all year except in July and
August. Grand Opera may be heard all year.
Along the Riviera and at Deauville, the casinos are
famous. Night clubs and cabarets are in abun-
dance. Sightseeing is a favorite American pastime.
Art galleries and museums offer brilliant collections.

Currency. U.S. currency is used on all military
installations in France. Military personnel and
civilian employees under military jurisdiction and
their dependents are paid in U.S. dollars.

Personal checks on Zone of Interior banks may
be cashed through the American Express Co., Chase
National Bank or Bank of America, depending upon
which bank is located at the military installation.
Checking accounts may be opened with any of the
aforelisted banking facilities. It is not necessary to
maintain checking accounts in banks located with-
in the Zone of Interior as checks issued on these
three banks are negotiable in the United States. No

limit is placed on the amount of funds which you -

may bring into France. It is required that all for-
eign cash, traveler’s checks or letters of credit be
exchanged at authorized banks or agencies thereof.

The current official rate of exchange is 493.7
francs for 1 U.S. dollar. However, the new “heavy”
franc made its debut on the French economy 15
July 1959. The new franc is worth 100 of the old
francs. (Rate of exchange approximately 4.9 francs
to 1 U.S. dollar.) The first form of the new franc
was simply the old style franc notes overprinted
with their corresponding new value.
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miscellaneous

Type DerENDENT TRAVEL AUTHORIZED. Ad-
vance application for concurrent travel of depend-
ents to France is authorized. Additional informa-
tion on dependent travel, forecasts on dependent
movement, and latest report on housing conditions
may be secured from the Personal Affairs or Trans-
portation Officer at the nearest Air Force base.

LeneTr OF Tour. When assigned duty in
France, military members accompanied or joined by
their dependents, normally serve 36 months, if not
accompanied or joined by dependents, the tour is
usually 24 months. Other personnel normally serve
36 months.

StatioN PER DiEM Arrowance. Information
on rates of Station Per Diem Allowance, when pay-
able to military personnel assigned in France, may
be secured from the Finance or Personal Affairs
Officer at the nearest Air Force base.

PosraL Faciuimies. Your mail in France is re-
ceived and dispatched through Air Post Offices
(APO’s). Here you may obtain U.S. postage
stamps, money orders, and other service normally
provided by civilian post offices in the United
States. We recommend that all valuable mail be
registered or insured.

Dependents are authorized the full use of APO
facilities; however, mail destined for dependents
must be addressed in care of their sponsor.
Example: Mrs. Mary B. Jones

¢/o Capt John D. Jones, AO 000 000
(Enter proper unit designation)
APO ——— New York, N.Y.

In order to avoid unnecessary confusion or delay
in the receipt of your mail, remember to:

1. Notify all correspondents and publishers of
your change of address prior to departure from the
United States. Change of address cards may be
obtained from any post office.

2. Use your sponsor’s full military address in all
correspondence and be sure that it is written legibly.
Usually a correspondent will use the return address
shown on your correspondence; consequently, if that
address is incomplete or illegible, your mail may be
delayed or returned to sender.
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The civil postél service of France may be used
if desired; however, you will find that postage rates
are higher. Also, mail transmitted through inter-
national postal channels is subject to custom regu-
lations and duties.

Trepine CusTOMS. Some hotels add a 10 to 15
percent service charge to your bill, dividing " it
among those giving personal service. When a serv-
ice charge is not added, it is customary to tip 10 to
15 percent in hotels and restaurants. In all cases,
porters, bellboys, doormen, theater ushers, and cab
drivers are tipped; cab drivers are given a little

more if they have given extra service or the trip is

made late at night. Tip when it is the custom, but
don’t overtip.

Pers. General information on shipment of pets
is contained in AFP 75-1-1. Transportation of
pets can be authorized to France. The owner must
possess a certificate from a veterinarian attesting to
the general health of the pet, which has been issued

within 8 days prior to departure of the animal.

Further, a certification that the pet has been in-
oculated against rabies more than 1 month but no
longer than 6 months prior to entry into France is
required. No quarantine period is imposed at time
of entry. Veterinarian services and kennels are
available.

Goop Frencu Buvs. Perfumes are amazingly
inexpensive. ‘Umbrellas are beautiful and reason-
able. Laces, china, Lalique glass, cognac and
champagne are all cheaper than at home. Also,
for men, there are excellent hand-rolled handker-
chiefs, lisle socks, and wallets.

ADDITIONAL DEPENDENTS’ ASSISTANCE. You
may obtain additional assistance from the Personal
Affairs Officer at the nearest Air Force base. Fur-
ther, he can furnish the most current information
on delay in obtaining housing and cost of living on
the civilian economy (AFP 34-9-1).




